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October 26, 2015 - Number 206 


MY HEADLINES 


‘Balanced* Bonn Text Could Form Basis for Paris Climate Pact 
The final round of United Nations climate negotiations before a summit late this year 
in Paris to produce the world's first global climate agreement closed Oct. 23 with 
what the UN's top climate official called a “balanced and manageable” negotiating 
text that nonetheless left 1,500 unresolved questions. 

(Topic: climate change) 

‘Strong Basis’ for Limiting Some Solvents' Uses: SAB 
The scientific data the Environmental Protection Agency has gathered and analyses 
it has conducted provide a solid foundation for the agency to consider whether it 
should propose regulations limiting uses of three solvents, the Science Advisory 
Board said in an Oct. 22 letter. 

(Agency: Environmental Protection Agency) 

A Review of 2015 Energy Tax Developments 

Technological advances and other changes in the energy industry have prompted a 
closer examination into energy taxation in recent years as the industry expands from 
a reliance on traditional fossil fuels to include renewable energy resources. 
Legislative and regulatory guidance has had to adapt to keep up with these changes 
as governments seek to find the optimal tax regime to maximize revenues while 
promoting economic growth. 

(Topic: air pollution; Topic: climate change; Topic: environmental legislation; Topic: oil 
and gas) 

Administration Won't Seek Binding Carbon Cuts in Accord 

President Barack Obama's administration is “not seeking” legally binding emissions 

targets as part of an international agreement on climate change in Paris, the State 

Department told Sen. Bob Corker (R-Tenn,). 

(Topic: climate change) 

Alabama Settles Spill Suit With Transocean For $20M 

Alabama received $20 million in a settlement with oil rig operator Transocean related 
to the company's involvement in the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill, the state's attorney 

general and governor announced. 

(Topic: oil and gas) 

Alcoa Gets Water Quality Certification for N.C. Project 


1806811 


ED 000802 00001541-00001 





1 Plan Upon 

A majority of states and senior congressional leaders take immediate steps to 



Congressional Review Act, More » 


The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit declined to order the Environmental 

Si^WTOWWctoSlffffS^t^bHtfpeMiptoilfthen efforts to 

feW^Wfif^i^fe^mffflft'Mfpening the accord. 
More » ... President Obama's administration is “not seeking" legally binding 

change in Paris, 

/!Ma<tSW8dte^drttttilhtawa lMttfti» k Information System assessment of ammonia, 
the Environmental Protection Agency will expand the document's discussion of 
ammonia produced within the human body, EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy said 
in a letter to a Science Advisory Board committee. McCarthy's letter to the SAB 

CMeose Jtepitefcansfmfrddiuce^qowtwei&ofutioHtoe disapproval 28 r ithsplHMIM to 
cimieidlytxeM^d;iKitmnat)dzbne:£t^ndafds,6thei.fiirsti^te|]tiri:aC£iirgrgsbi:Qnafc^view 
pAet chaHengfettathe rule. Rep. Walorski, who introduced the resolution, calls the 
{€f»AisfnSm'stshngeiiit!d«i3te;&tarid(3*dsyIcrippling.” More » 


The Environmental Protection Agency is testing a computer program that works with 

B98^0.4flflAa^Wte^|?fefa d .«P^m8WM^M^SRfi^Mf¥i§ ) #RSl5P ent review 

W%r^ttl^v^6fi r i_aw i iMMfcitute 

pftfyHSVh.The report says groundwater conditions in the upper reaches of the creek 

(TffoU* |8§P/4‘§fefti^lWlycA^fif4T J%8#(^W8ency) 

underground mine workings, “the extension of the American Tunnel to the 

*°P S ,o „ 

modernize Their approacney July 2016, and WTnmrftrfhe first public meeting on the 
effort Oct. 30. The White House in July ordered the Agriculture Department, the 
Environmental Protection Agency and the Food and Drug Administration to overhaul 


ssible when the system’ was .first esiaonshed in 

compliance efforts under ofher air rules, an agency 

/attorney says, The EPAJs working on a proposed rule that would extend the 

(Agency: Environmental Ptotection Abencyr . . . . . . 

deadline Tor states to submit a revised regional haze plan from July 31, 2018, to 

July 31, 2021. That proposal is scheduled to be released by December. More » 

Gold Kina Mine Spill Sparks Hearings, Not Lobbying 


The 3-million-gallon toxic mining waste spill in Colorado triggered by an 

Environmental Protection Agency contractor has prompted a flurry of Capitol Hill 

! 'Rgmel'Ctfrp. ; W0b'f ! haW fb ; pi^ S550i0'00 Wi cleanup costs because a state 

QtiifffpteVy's purchase contract for property abutting an Erie Canal Superfund Site, 
New York's top court rules. The letter from the New York Department of 

^aMrf^tiigrftMrt^ Wa^^i6aaitfli fiff#RieiftBKitlttiaisMikBatti6>liyii>ap onsible for 
contaminatfoii!i: a tihe sta te>S upe rfuttd srter an d that was enough:to:sati9fy :aection 
Aigartcyctt IhatJhdemnifiedpnlysfrBquired’Aenvironreental costs, the News; 

1 rVe rkiCBettaarfiAoBteedgiaavsh MiB se ttee source of the contaminated water was not his, 

but another, mining facility. 

(Topic: wastewater; Topic: water pollution; Agency: Environmental Protection Agency) 


over the 
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Superfund Notice Held to Trigger Indemnity Clause 

ERA Testing New Wav to Measure Air Pollution Emissions 

sites, including large internal floating roof tanks, a type of storage tank for 
petroleum products. More » 

VW Credit Downgrade Said to Show Impact of Climate Concerns 

Environmental and climate risks are increasingly affecting corporate credit ratings 
as the example of Volkswagen AG's downgrade this month demonstrates, rating 
agency Standard & Poor's says. The rating company identifies 299 cases in which 
environmental and climate developments were a significant factor in influencing a 
revision or rating analysis. More » 

‘Strong Basis’ for EPA Limiting Some Solvents' Use, SAB Says 

The scientific data the EPA has gathered and analyses it has conducted provide a 
solid foundation for the agency to consider whether it should propose regulations 
limiting uses of three solvents, the Science Advisory Board says. The proposed 
rules would address consumer product and some limited other uses of 
trichloroethylene, n-methylpyrrolidone and methylene chloride. More » 

European Commission Considers Restrictions for Textiles 

The European Commission intends to use a fast-track procedure under the 
European Union's REACH regulation to establish a restriction that could affect 
about 300 hazardous chemicals that might be present in textiles. The commission, 
the EU's executive arm, says the use of such a wide-ranging restriction for textiles 
was a “first test-case.” More » 

North Dakota Approves Credits for Gas Flaring Reduction 

The North Dakota Industrial Commission votes to offer flaring credits to oil 
producers who are able to meet the state's natural gas flaring-reduction goals. The 
credit program, which will take effect Nov. 1, will allow producers who exceed the 
goals to “bank” the volume of gas by which they have exceeded the goals for three 
months. If they then later exceed the goals, they can use the banked volumes to 
remain in compliance with the state's goals. More » 

ALSO IN THE NEWS 

AIR POLLUTION: 

North Carolina proposes to exempt small sources of air pollution from state 
permitting requirements. More » 

FORESTS: 

Maryland localities may require developers to protect more forest than state law 
requires even if the state conservation agency objects, Maryland Attorney General 

Frosh says in an advisory opinion. More » 

INTERVIEW 

ENERGY: 

FERC Commissioner Moeller speaks about his guiding principles during his tenure 
as the second-longest serving commissioner, including efforts to spot trends for 
the commission to address before they become crises as he prepares to leave the 
commission. More » 

SPECIAL REPORT 

ENERGY: 

Technological advances and other changes in the energy industry prompt a closer 
examination into energy taxation in recent years as the industry expands from a 



1806811 


ED 000802 00001541-00004 


reliance on traditional fossil fuels to include renewable energy resources. More » 
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